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                        LEXINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT ONE

SCIENCE STUDENT SAFETY CONTRACT
PURPOSE

The study of science is activity based; therefore, safety is a primary concern for students, teachers, and parents.  To ensure a safe science environment, we are providing a list of rules in this student safety contract, which must be followed at all times.  

REQUIREMENTS

· The safety contract signature sheet must be signed by you (the student) and your parent or guardian, and returned before you can participate in activities.  

· Keep this list of safety rules and guidelines in your science notebook as a reference.  

· You are responsible for notifying your teacher of any custodial changes during the term.  New safety contracts will be required.

· If you currently wear contacts or obtain them during the term, notify your teacher.  The contact lens section of the safety contract will have to be modified.
· You must score at least 85% on a safety test. 
· You will follow all oral and written instructions and safety guidelines.  Any violation of instructions may result in being removed from the activity, receiving a failing lab grade, and/or disciplinary action.  

GENERAL SAFETY RULES
1. You are to conduct yourself in a responsible manner at all times when participating in activities.  

2. Know the locations and operating procedures of all safety equipment.  Horseplay, practical jokes, pranks, and other distractions are unsafe and will not be tolerated.

3. Be prepared for all activities.  Read all directions for thorough understanding before participating in the activity.  If you do not understand any part of the directions, re-read.  If further clarifications are needed, ask your teacher.

4. You may not work on any activity unless your teacher is present.  

5. Bring only materials required to perform the activity.  Other materials should be stored away from the work area.  Aisles must be kept clear at all times.

6. No eating, drinking, or chewing during activities unless instructed by your teacher.

7. Keep hands away from eyes, mouth, face, and body.
8. Do not touch any equipment, substance, or other material until you are instructed to do so by your teacher.  

9. Carefully follow all written and oral instructions.  Do not perform any activity that is not assigned or authorized by your teacher.

10. Keep your work area clean and organized.

11. You may not leave your assigned work area unless instructed by your teacher.

12. Students are not permitted in storage or preparation areas. 

CLOTHING
13. To protect yourself from injuring your eyes, safety goggles must be worn whenever you work with chemicals, flames, heat, glassware, or any substance that might get into your eyes.

14. If you currently wear contact lenses or obtain them during the term, notify your teacher and complete a “Contact Lenses Contract.”  

15. Tie back long hair.

16. Remove loose jewelry and accessories. Secure loose clothing, long sleeves, and ID badges.

17. Wear shoes that completely cover your feet, as dictated by the activity and your teacher.

18. Wear a lab apron when working with chemicals or substances that can stain or cause injury.

FIRST AID

19. Report ALL accidents, spills, or injuries to your teacher immediately, no matter how minor.

20. Know proper first aid procedures in case of accident or injury.

21. If any chemical should splash in your eyes or on your skin, immediately rinse with running water and notify your teacher.

22. All objects contaminated with blood or other bodily fluids must be reported to the teacher immediately for cleaning and/or proper disposal. 

CHEMICALS
23. Do not touch, taste, or smell chemicals unless instructed to do so by your teacher.  Never hold your face over an open container.

24. Read labels twice to make sure you are using the proper chemical.  Take only as much as needed and never return unused chemicals to original containers.  Keep all containers closed when not in use.

25. Never remove chemicals or other materials from the laboratory or classroom.

26. When transporting chemicals, hold them securely and walk carefully.

27. Acid spills should be neutralized with a base, and base spills should be neutralized with an acid.

GLASSWARE

28. Never handle broken glass.  Inform your teacher for cleanup.

29. Examine glassware before each use.  Report chipped, cracked, or dirty glassware to your teacher.

30. Handle hot glassware with tongs, clamps, or designated insulating materials.

31. Do not immerse hot glassware in cold water or cold glassware in hot water; it may shatter.

EQUIPMENT

32. Examine electrical equipment for any frayed cords, exposed wires, and loose connections.  Do not use if damaged and report it to your teacher immediately.

33. Make sure your hands are dry before handling any electrical equipment.  Always grasp electrical cords by the plug.

34. If you do not understand how to use a piece of equipment, ask your teacher for help.

35. Handle sharp or pointed instruments appropriately and with care.  If a sharp object falls or slides, do not try to catch it.

HEATING
36. Never heat anything unless instructed to do so by your teacher.

37. Never place combustible materials near a heat source. 

38. Never reach over an exposed flame or a heating element.

39. Never leave anything that is being heated or visibly reacting unattended.  Always turn off any heat source when not in use.

40. Do not point the open end of a test-tube toward yourself or anyone else.  Never look into the open end of any container being heated.

41. All heated items must be placed on designated insulating pads. 

42. Always allow ample time for heated objects to cool.  Hold the back of your hand near the object; if you can feel heat on the back of your hand, the object is too hot to handle.

SPECIMENS

43. Handle all specimens with care and respect.  

44. Wash your hands thoroughly before and after handling any specimens.  

45. You may not bring any live, dead, or preserved specimens into the classroom, unless you receive formal, written instructions from your teacher. 

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

46. Dress appropriately and protect your skin.

47. Avoid contact with anything unless instructed by your teacher.

48. Do not look directly at the sun.

END OF ACTIVITY

49. You must clean your work area.  Thoroughly wash glassware and return all equipment to its proper place as instructed by your teacher.

50. Dispose of waste materials as instructed by your teacher.

51. Wash your hands after each activity.   
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